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  Reflection on Active Reading Strategies
Reflection on Active Reading Strategies:  Talking to the Text
Having read the strategies of active reading, I now know the skills that I am good at and those that I need to improve.  I have listed these skills there down and commented on how I think I use them based on the notes of active reading strategies. The reading strategies that I already do well include:
· Q=    QUESTION
I can develop questions that I seek to get answered in the text I am reading and even imagine what kind of questions would be asked in an examination, especially if the book that I am reading is an examinable one. This strategy has been a success in times of exams as I already have a list of all the possible questions pertaining to a text.
· V=    VISUALIZE
During the reading of literary and historical texts, I can form images of what the text is trying to describe, and this assists me in grasping me the content as I can place myself in the setting of the book. Such images get ingrained deep in my brains and become part of my long-term memory making me able to explain a concept even a year later after reading the text.
· LL=    LITERARY LANGUAGE
I take the understanding of the literary style that a writer is using to be a crucial determinant to my grasping of the concept he/she is trying to convey. I carefully analyze the choice of words and write down the style that I think he/she is using.
· CR=    CLOSE-READING
This is my fundamental reading strategy, especially when a text is proving too hard to understand at a glance. I jot down a few notes that I consider essential to my understanding of the text and then use the small notes after completing the manuscript to reminisce what I have read. The notes are crucial in analyzing the whole text (Birkenstein and Graff, 2018). This strategy has been crucial not only to my English class but in all my classes, especially Mathematics and sciences.
· NV=    NEW VOCABULARY
I am always interested in adding new vocabulary to my English proficiency. So, when an encounter a word that is new to me, I either jot it down and check later in the dictionary or pose the reading and check the meaning of the word. Reviewing a vocabulary in the context that it is being used is also crucial to my understanding.
The reading strategies that I need to improve include:
· T=    THEORIZE
I am not good at creating theories or inferring on the motivation of the characters towards their actions. I never find myself asking why the author decided to use a particular style; I am only interested in understanding what style is used and what context and information the text is portraying. I need to improve on this to be able to grasp more from a text.
·   R=    RESPOND
I lose myself in a text and only come back to reality when I finish reading; I am unable to relate the content to my beliefs. The reading about active reading strategies has made me aware of this, and now I seek to engage myself to a text to improve on this skill.
· C=    CONNECT
Sometimes I able to connect the events in a text to my life’s experiences, but most of the times I just read to get the content of a text.
· P=    PREDICT
My predictions about the events that will happen next in reading have always been wrong. Now I know it is because I do not use past events in the text’s settings to make the predictions but instead use my feelings or what I wish to happen. It is thus a crucial insight that will help me improve on this strategy.
· A=    AH-HA
Despite having jotted down the questions that I want to be answered by a text, most of the information never makes sense until I have read a whole text and repeated it; that is when the logic in the text dawns in me. Therefore, I need to improve on the cue about the Ah-ha moment when I suddenly realize a question has been answered.


References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Birkenstein, C., & Graff, G. (2018). They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. WW Norton & Company. 396-407.




Running head: 


ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Reflection on Active Reading Strategies


 


Name


 


Institution of Affiliation


 


 


 




Running head:  ACTIVE READING STRATEGIES                     Reflection on Active Reading Strategies   Name   Institution of Affiliation      

